Thank you for your informative letter. We totally agree with your opinions. As you pointed out, the main mechanism for brown pigment gallstones (calcium bilirubinate stones) formation after gastrectomy is bacteriobilia related to the duodenal excluding reconstruction procedures as Billroth II or Rouxen Y reconstructions. Unfortunately, patients receiving Billroth II and Roux-en Y reconstructions were not included in this study. However, all brown pigment gallstones (four cases) with choledocholithiasis were observed in patients who had undergone total gastrectomy. This result is comparative with the precious studies and your opinion.
Therefore, we emphasize again that prophylactic cholecystectomy may be necessary in patients receiving gastrectomy with duodenal excluding reconstructions as we concluded these in the primary manuscript. 
